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0-] A imeeting of residents of this city In-
0 terested in obtaining suffrage In the l)la_-
" | trict of Columbia -was held at Green’s Hall,
1721 YPennsylvania avenue, last night. Dr.
y Robert Reyburn ~presided, and although
¢l | the attendance was small the meeting was
<- | an enthusiastic one,” .- .
. A Teport from. the executive ommitteo
was read, presenting the form of Q petition
to be presented to.Congress, setting forth
p. | the injustice of dépriving tho citizens of
). | this Distrlct of thelr right to vote, and
- | demainding a change in the present form |
r. | of government. Accompanying the petition |’
d | was the draft of a bill to be introduced In'|’
Y | Congress, providing for a special clection
| te be held in the Distriet . to ’nscqrmin
11 | whether a majority of the people are in
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FOR DISTRICT SUFFRAGE

The Meeting Lest Night Addressed by Mr:

favor of or opposed to & :change in the
present form of govérnment. i
Provisions of the Bl -

The bill provides that within sixty days
after its passage the Commissioners of the
District of Columbla are hercby, directed to
cause a police census to be made of all
the male residents in the Districk who
shall- have attained the zge of twenty-one
years, whose names and addresses shall be
furnished upon printed lists, )

A board of revision, whose duties shall
be to correct all errora and’ omissions in
the lsts, Is also provided- for, and .the bill
says: *“I'he members of the board .of re-

to i p.m. for the term of, fifteon days, ex-
cluding Sundays, as above mentiongl, and
for: thelr services .in correcting and per-
‘focfing the lists of qualitied voters shall
recelve the compensation of flve dollars
per day for-cach day they are in session.”
‘A supplemental list shall then be Issued
by the board: of revision, and no peraon
whose name shall not be found on the

printed lists of voters shall be entltled to
vote, . "

The specinl election ghall be held under
the direction of the -Commissloncrs not
later than ninety 'days after tho passage
of the act. The Ccmmissloners "are au-
thorlzed to appoint three -judkes of clec-
tion for each of tha twenty&wo origmal
legislatives districts, who shall provide
suftable places for holding the eclections.
“Sald judges of election shall receive a
ccmpensation of $5 cach for their services
ou the day of the special election.”

Two forms of ballots shall be prepared
by the Commissgloners. On one shall he

government by Commissioners.” On the
other: *In favor of a representative form”
of government."” .

Cont of the Eleetion.

The bill concludes: “In" order to carry
out the provislions of this.-blll the sumn of
$10,000 bo * * * and the same Is hereby
appropriated out of thé revenues of' the
District of~Columbia not otherwise appro-
priated."” .

The bill'was accepted by the meeting, and
.o committee authorized to perfect the draft
and present It to Congress. The chalrman
appointed: Messrs, W. H, G.-Bimmons, Mil-
ford Spohn, Paul T, Bowen, James 11
Smith, Geo. O. Cook, J. H. McCuen and I,
H. Stddons, with Dr. Reyburn as chairman
ex officlo, to revise the draft-of the bill

Mr. Douglass' Speech.

This closed the business portien of the
meetinyg, and speeches were décelared o be
in order. Mr. Frederick Douglass way the
Mirst speaker. H¢ sald he was present at
the meetin_g to take sld2s, and Lo show,that
he* was not afrald to take sldes, Nelther
‘tho frowns nor the smiles . of the present
government could deter him from express-
ing his partisanship in the cayse of liberty.
He often asks himsélf, he sald, what have
‘the ‘people of the District done that they
should be excluded from the privilexes of
the ballot box. Where, when anrd how did
they Incur the penalty of taxdation withaut
reprosentation? He found no fault with
the men who compose the present local

verb, that “Fhos¢ who hold the c¢rosg bless
themselves and, their friends.” Ile: wants
to he in a position to bless all of his
friends. For instance, hd® wants publie im-
provements fn front of preperty owned by
colored men. “'If you don't know what 1
mean,” ho sald, “just look at 17th strect
-near -the boundary."

*.Ha ‘sald one o‘njmior{ whieh had been
urged against suffrage ‘in the District is
that colored men will.have a vote. Well,
what {f they do? He Is willing to trust the
jgnorant with the wise, beecause the wise
will predominate. In order to disfranchise
_one-third of the population, gonsisting of
colored people, the whites have disqualified
themselves, The two-thirds are afrald they
will be outvoted and woverned by the one-
third.” He-said this Is cowarily and mean
and small. My, Douglass spoke of the con-
tradictory spectacle presented to the min-
isters of foreign nations’ by the presecuce
of an unrepresentative form of government
at. the eapital of the. most progressive re-
pudlic on the globe,

Other Speanlzers,

Rev. Mr., Le2, a  well-known coloréd
preacher, then addressed the audience. le
sald he wes In favor of the cause for
which soldiers shed their blood in the revo-
lution. He sald the whites had disfran-

4 chised all the people og this District to get |

rid .of the negro. They ought to do better
than tbis, for the south knows how to vote
.the whites and cheat theé negro, and surely
there are'cnough southern mentin this Dig-
trict to do that. “I want the white men of
the District to be free,” sald Mr, Lee. He
suid the District: Commissioners are doubt-\
less good men. God made one good man
and put everything into.his hands and that
into one man’s hands. .

Dr. Reyburn then called upon Miiford
Spohn .of the Knights of Labor to tell the
interest which his drganization Is taking in
the movement for suffrage. Mr. Spohn sald

‘1 man slipped. It Is not well to put too mach

‘I the Jabor organizations are in accord with

the movement and heartily indorse It. Mr,
Simmons ‘also spoke of the interest taken
by the labor unions In the work of the
suffragists,
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vision shall hold thelr sessions from ) a.m. "

original printed lists or the: supplemental?

printed: *“In favor of the 'presant form of |

government, but_ recalled the German pro- |




